Plastics Circulate Case Study Final 720p
[EPA (Environment Protection Authority) NSW logo appears on screen]

[Image changes to show Samantha Cross, Cross Connections, talking to the camera]
Samantha Cross: Under the New South Wales EPA Circulate Program, we’re currently working with businesses to identify exactly how much plastic they’re currently sending to landfill and from all accounts it’s a lot. 

[Image changes to show camera panning over waste materials of a building site and then moves back to show Samantha]

We’ve developed a micro- circular economy model in the region to tackle this very important issue. 

[Image changes to show the camera scanning over different building materials at a building site]

It’s making people rethink waste, 

[Image has changed back to show Samantha]

it’s making people rethink the impact of soft plastic packaging and it’s making people want to take action.

[Image changes to show Greg Doodson, Suncoast Bathroom, seated with Matthew Jefferson, Waste 2 Go, and talking to the camera]

Greg Doodson: Due to our association with HIA and Cross Connections that we’ve been made aware of our recycling opportunities and been able to take advantage of the programs that are available to us.

Matthew Jefferson: And from a Waste 2 Go perspective, it’s opened the door to a whole new world of opportunities for us and it helps us to keep recyclable material out of landfill. 

[Image changes to show a bag of waste]

Waste 2 Go is able to provide Greg and Suncoast Bathrooms with waste collection points specifically for their recyclable plastics that we can schedule collection for,

[Image changes to show Matthew getting into a Waste 2 Go truck and then moves back to show Greg and Matthew seated together and talking to the camera]

and keep that material from landfill.

[Image has changed back to show Samantha]

Samantha Cross: Cross Connections have been working with companies such as Newtecpoly to look at ways to reform soft plastic into products.

[Image changes to show Colin Barker, Newtecpoly, talking to the camera]

Colin Barker: We’ve got a brand new technology called the PolyWaste Technology and that’s able to process mixed and co-mingled and contaminated soft and hard plastics and turn that into products.
[Image changes back to Samantha who is holding some bubble wrap in one hand and a printer cartridge in the other]

Samantha Cross: Over the last 18-months I’ve been able to assist a local school community divert over a thousand kilos of plastic! That’s enough plastic to stretch from Newcastle to the Central Coast, not only did we divert the plastic away from landfill and away from our marine environments, but we actually turned it into something useful.

[Image changes to show the camera panning over the bench seat that they made]

We turned it into a bench seat that can go back to local school communities. 

[Image has changed back to Samantha and pans over a large pile of plastic bags]

The program is diverting a significant amount of plastic; over 3,500 pieces of plastic went into the bench that was donated to the local school.

[Image has changed back to Colin Barker]

Colin Barker: One of the very important things about the Circulate Program, 

[Image changes to show a new air-conditioner unit in a box and plastic wrap]

is an increase in awareness across business that there are ways of recycling soft and hard plastics.

[Text appears on screen: To find out more visit epa.nsw.gov.au]

[EPA (Environment Protection Authority) NSW logo appears on screen]
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