Industrial Ecology Program
[NSW Environment Protection Agency logo appears]

[Image changes to show Jon Dee talking to Paul Wall and text appears: Jon Dee, Presenter, Smart Money, Sky News]

Jon Dee: Paul, as you know office strip outs generate a lot of waste.  How much waste is generated every year just here in the city of Sydney?

[Image changes to show Paul Wall talking to the camera with a cityscape in the background and text appears: Paul Wall Dexus Property Group]

Paul Wall:  Well generally the lease term is seven years and there’s about 400,000 square metres of space that’s churned each year in the city of Sydney alone and that generates 25,000 tonnes of waste and your average floor would be about 63 tonnes and studies that we’ve done through the Better Buildings Partnership have highlighted that only about 20% of that is diverted from landfill.  

[Image changes to show Jon Dee talking to Paul Wall]

Jon Dee: So that means 80% ended up in landfill?

[Image changes to show Paul Wall talking to the camera]
Paul Wall: That’s correct.

[Image changes to show Jon Dee talking to Paul Wall]

Jon Dee: How has the New South Wales E.P.A. Circulate Programme and the Better Buildings Partnership assisted you with resource recovery here at Governor Macquarie Tower?

[Image changes to show Paul Wall talking to the camera]

Paul Wall: Edge Environment acted as Waste Diversion Manager for us on this project working directly for Dexus which was part of the E.P.A. funded Circulate Programme.  They worked very closely with our demolition contractors, Demolition Plus, who had very good processes on site, soil separation which really facilitated that offsite recycling.  We also worked closely with a charitable organisation called Good 360.  Now they specialise in rehoming furniture to the needy and we managed to rehome ten tonnes worth of furniture in the project.  

[Image changes to show Jon Dee talking to Paul Wall]

Jon Dee: What materials were you able to recycle and how much did you divert from landfill?

[Image changes to show Paul Wall talking to the camera and then the image changes to show an office floor in the demolition process and the camera pans around the room showing the materials in recycling bins and then the camera zooms in on a recycling bin full of plasterboard]

Paul Wall: Well generally all the metals get recycled because there’s a dollar in that for the contractors but we managed to recycle the glass, all the hard fill, the insulation 
[Image changes to show a male employee pushing the recycling bin full of plasterboard from the left to the right of the screen]

and one of the great stories was the plasterboard.  That was repurposed into fertilizer. 
[The camera zooms out and pans around the room to show the demolition in process]

 We also diverted over 60% from landfill from the project.  So it was a great result.

[Image changes to show Jon Dee talking to Paul Wall]

Jon Dee: What couldn’t be recycled?

[Image changes to show Paul Wall talking to the camera and then the image changes to show the ceiling tiles and then the image changes to show engineered timber stacked against a wall]
Paul Wall: The difficult items to recycle is the Broadloom Carpet and the ceiling tiles and also all the engineered timber that’s in furniture.

[Image changes to show Jon Dee talking to Paul Wall]

Jon Dee: What work has been done to generate recycling capability for those materials that currently can’t be recycled?
[Image changes to show Paul Wall talking to the camera]

Paul Wall: Through the works we’ve done we’ve really been able to crystallise those materials that are really hard to recycle and that has allowed us to start the conversation with carpet manufacturers and ceiling tile manufacturers.  Also the Better Buildings Partnership and Edge Environment are working with the University of New South Wales on some really innovative research on the reuse of engineered timbers.  Through the E.P.A. Circulate Programme there’s also the further opportunity to work with the industry.

[Image changes to show the office floor in the process of demolition and the camera pans around the room showing the materials stacked ready for recycling and then the image changes to show Jon Dee talking to Paul Wall]
Jon Dee: What you’ve done here at Governor Macquarie Tower it’s a bit of a role model for the industry in terms of office strip outs.  Could this drive a reduction in the amount of waste that the industry’s generating?

[Image changes to show Paul Wall talking to the camera and then the image changes to show the office in the demolition process and the camera pans around the room and then the image changes to show a male employee at work on the demolition]

Paul Wall: What we’ve learnt, and probably the key learning is, the biggest barrier is time.  And at Dexus to maximise our investment returns we need to turn these spaces around very quickly into productive, energetic places for people to work 
[Image changes to show a recycling bin full of plasterboard and then the camera pans around the office showing the demolition in progress]

and when we embarked on this project one of our key priorities was to increase the diversion without any additional time or cost 
[Image changes to show Paul Wall talking to the camera]

and we managed to divert over 60% from land fill with no effect on the budget and no effect on the programme.  
[Images flash through of a recycling bin full of plasterboard and the office in the process of demolition with materials stacked ready for recycling and then the camera zooms in on the piles of materials]

Additionally, the Better Buildings Partnership is about to release Strip Out Waste Guidelines and that will be a really great resource for the industry.

[Image changes to show Jon Dee talking to Paul Wall]

Jon Dee: Finally, for people who are looking to do a fit out and are going to recycle for the first time what advice would you give them?

[Image changes to show Paul Wall talking to the camera]

Paul Wall: I would say the time is the barrier so get in early and start speaking to your tenants and also adopt the Better Building Partnerships Strip Out Guidelines.

[Text appears: To find out more about the Industrial Ecology Program visit epa.nsw.gov.au/managewaste/industrial-ecology]

[NSW Government Environment Protection Agency logo appears]
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